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What you should take away 
from this presentation! 

“But what if every four or so years, you administered a frontal 
lobotomy to yourself, excising your memories and making it 
impossible to learn from experience? What if most aspects of 
your job were always new to you? What if you didn’t know 
whether something you propose to do has been tried before 
and, if so, whether it succeeded or failed? To one degree or 
another, this is what is entailed in staffing the national security 
functions of our government…”   
 Ambassador Chas Freeman, Address to the Academy of 
 Arts and Letters, 13 June 2015 

 
“The failure to devise a coherent strategy to protect our national 
interests and the failure to provide a military force capable of 
carrying out the strategy is putting those interests at risk, 
jeopardizing the lives of American servicemen and women, and 
weakening U.S. international leadership in an era when political 
chaos and military danger are on the rise.” 
 Admiral William Owens with Ed Offley, Lifting the 
 Fog of War, (1999) 
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China: Its Economy and 
its Neighbors 

“Communist rule in China is unlikely to end quietly. A single event 
is unlikely to trigger a peaceful implosion of the regime. Its 
demise is likely to be protracted, messy and violent.” 

David Shambaugh: “The Endgame of Communist Rule Has 
Begun,” 11 January 2016 

 
“A total of forty-four features in the Spratlys are currently settled, 
occupied, or garrisoned: twenty-five by Hanoi, eight by Manila, 
seven by Beijing, three by Kuala Lumpur, and one by Taipei.” 
          Chas Freeman, former Ambassador to China, 10 April 2015 

 
"In China, in dollar terms their banking system is almost $35 
trillion against a GDP of $10 and their banking system has grown 
400% in 8 years with non-performing loans being nonexistent. So 
what we are going to see next is a credit cycle, and in a credit 
cycle you see some losses, but if China's banking system loses 
10%, you are going to see them lose $3.5 trillion.“ 
         Kyle Bass, Hedge Fund Manager, who predicted and profited      
          from the subprime collapse on CNBC, 8 January 2016 
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Japan: The Pivotal Nation-State 
in NE Asia 

“Japan will have an increasingly pivotal role in diplomacy and 
security in East Asia. Three reasons already make Japan a 
natural counterweight to the growing influence of China. First, 
Japan maintains significant diplomatic relations with all the 
regional players and can act as a regional arbiter; second, 
upholding Japan's territorial integrity will contain China's 
surface fleet; third, Japan is militarily capable of contributing to 
regional security.” 
 Yong Kwon, “Crouching dragon, rising sun,” Asia Times, 7 
 September 2011  
 

Japan and Russia are still in a technical state of war, since the 
countries have not yet signed a World War II peace treaty. The 
bone of contention between the Asia-Pacific neighbors is a 
chain of islands between Russia’s Sakhalin and Japan’s 
Hokkaido…Russia will spend around $1.2 billion on the 
development of the chain, with a large part of that amount 
going into defense installations. 
 Ajay Kamalakaran, ”Why Russia will not return the 
 Southern Kurils to Japan,” Russia Behind the Headlines, 
 June 11, 2015 
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The Middle East Alignments: 
Regional Allies and the Caliphate 

Two Alignments/Axes Dominate the ME: 
• Shiite Axis: Iran, Syria, Iraq, Hizbollah, Russia and, 

(more distantly) India; 
• Sunni Axis: Peninsular/North African Arabs (minus 

Egypt and Jordan), Turkey, Pakistan; and, (more 
distantly), China; 

 
 Sunni Islamists are determined to expel Iran and its allies 

from Mesopotamia and the Levant; 
 Without direct/indirect support from Ankara, Riyadh and 

Qatar, the Caliphate/Islamic State/ISIS would not exist; 
 All Islamists (Wah’abi sect, the Khomeini’ists, alQaeda,  

Caliphate, AKP) are hostile to the West, and Israel;  
 WMD threat: Sunni Islamists (especially Turkey) have 

access to "the bomb" via Pakistan's Saudi-funded, Chinese-
/N Korean- technology based programs. 

“ISIS cannot be contained; it must be defeated.” 
 Former SECSTATE Hillary Clinton, 18 Nov 2015 
Really????? 
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“Low oil prices are weighing heavily on the economy, which we 
estimate contracted by 3.8% in 2015. High inflation, weak 
investment and tight fiscal policy will lead to a further shallow 
decline in real GDP in 2016. Structural weaknesses will keep 
trend GDP growth below 2% a year in the medium term. Social 
unrest may increase in 2016, but significant political change or 
economic reform is unlikely.” 
 The Economist, Updated Forecast, 11 January 2016 
 
 

“People would have been shaking their heads in disbelief if 
someone had predicted, 15 months ago, that Putin would 
annex Crimea and grossly violate European postwar borders. 
Then came the expansion into eastern Ukraine, and now the 
direct military intervention in the Syrian war, on the side of 
mass murderer Bashar Assad. Putin needs wars to legitimize his 
position. It's the only move he has left.” 
 Gary Kapsarov, Chess Champion, Author, in Der Spiegel, 
 10 November 2015 
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Latin America:                                                          
The United States’ “Second Front” 

• “A third of the world’s 450,000 murders each 
year occur in Central and South America and the 
Caribbean, though the region is home to less 
than a tenth of the population. Fourteen of the 
top 20 countries in a ranking of murder rates are 
in Latin America.” 

 
• “The most dangerous cities in Latin America and 

the Caribbean are located in Honduras (San 
Pedro Sula and Choloma), Mexico (Veracruz, 
Acapulco, Nuevo Laredo, Torreón), Belize, Brazil 
(Ananindeua and Maceió) and Colombia 
(Palmira).” 

Source: United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime 

Bottom Line: Not only does Latin America have 
the highest rate of criminal violence in the world, 
it also has the highest level of impunity for 
homicide. (Rule of Law is weak to nonexistent). 
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European Union (EU) and North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO):  

“If a clear signal was needed that the European Union was 
falling apart at an alarming rate, Hungary’s construction of 
razor-wire fences along the border with  its fellow EU 
member, Croatia, is it.” 
 Phillippe Legrain, former economic advisor to the EU 
 President, 19 October 2015  
 

“Federica Mogherini, the EU's foreign policy chief, warned 
that if national leaders failed to come up with a unified 
response to the largest mass migration of people since the 
Second World War, it could mark the beginning of the end for 
the 28-member bloc.” 
 Quoted in the Express, 20 October 2015 
 

“Russia may have the greater interest in Ukraine. But the 
West has an even bigger interest in preserving the post-Cold 
War environment. If that is dismantled, it is conceivable that 
NATO and the EU could collapse too.”  
 Chatham House Study quoted in The Independent, 3 
 June 2015 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjz__P9laLKAhXFdD4KHasDDwgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.writersfrat.com/uncategorized/paris-terror-attack-timeline-violence-that-changed-the-description-of-terrorism/&psig=AFQjCNGscW4bFtg1WG_a-AYU9e3lfGU5Kg&ust=1452615812785343
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwik3OCClaLKAhWCKj4KHb2hAgYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.smh.com.au/comment/shattered-euro-dream-threatens-eu-with-disintegration-20150709-gi8q5k.html&psig=AFQjCNHjY8IaB6xXMIG6P_AkUwRvRX-AnA&ust=1452615536415162
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjChtyulaLKAhWGgj4KHaLOCAQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/10/german-politician-attacked-refugee-crisis-151017141236999.html&psig=AFQjCNH5w95GTRSZWR5XPEYRm_OscSochw&ust=1452615676275532


Burke-Macgregor Group LLC 

Army Commission: Strategic Realities 
and the Army of the Future 

“(Army Chief of Staff General) Milley said he has to figure out how 
to maintain a strong force even as the Army shrinks. To do that, he 
said he plans to lean heavily on the Army National Guard to 
bolster the force.” 
 Jen Judson, “Army Commission to Unveil 
 Recommendations 28 January,” Defense News, 18 
 December 2015 
 

“To get mobilized, you (Army National Guard) must be trained. 
And then to go fight somebody it would take about 5 or 6 months. 
And that's no good.  While you are training you lose the war.”   
 Field Marshal Sir Bernard Montgomery, then, Deputy 
 SACEUR, speech to the Army Command and General Staff 
 College Class at Fort Leavenworth, KS, 1 April 1953 

PROBLEM: In the 21st Century, if Americans lose the first fight on the 
Eurasian landmass, Americans may not have the luxury of fighting a 
second time.  
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 When the Regional Sunni-Shia ends the West and Israel will 
likely confront advanced conventional war and an irregular war 
of attrition with the winning coalition;  

 In time, Moscow will pursue control of Eastern Europe with 
advanced conventional forces, as well as, subversion; 

 China is likely to be internally focused for a decade or more; 
 Lawlessness, Corruption and Societal Discord will create a 

second front in Latin America for U.S. Forces in Future Wars; 
 
Implications for the U.S. Army:  
 National Military Power is measured by what can deploy and 

fight immediately; not by mobilized forces. How does the Army 
respond to future crises in the Baltic Littoral, Middle East? 

 In WW II, other great powers fought for years giving the U.S. 
Army time to build up its fighting power. Who will fight today? 

 Does the US need an Army, not just a law enforcement agency, 
on our land frontiers? 

 What will kind of force will the U.S. Army provide to fight 
advanced conventional war?  

The Future is unpredictable, but the indicators are there: 
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