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What has President-elect Trump said about U.S. foreign 
and defense policy? 
 
How will congress react to President Trump? 
 
What kind of world will the Trump Administration 
confront in 2017? 
 
What are the implications for the U.S. Army? 
 
Parting Thoughts. 



“My Administration will unleash all sources of American energy, 
including shale, oil, natural gas, renewables and clean coal. And, 
we’re putting the miners back to work… And we will put our steel 
workers who are under siege back to work.” 
 
“Ending the theft of American jobs will give us resources we need to 
rebuild our military.”  
 
“We went from mistakes in Iraq to Egypt to Libya… It all began with 
a dangerous idea that we could make western democracies out of 
countries that had no experience or interest in becoming a western 
democracy.” 
 
“The countries we are defending must pay for the cost of this 
defense, and if not, the U.S. must be prepared to let these countries 
defend themselves.” 
 

Donald Trump, Washington, DC, 27 April 2016  

What has President-elect 
Trump said? 



 Few in congress think defense outlays will rise given the $19 
Trillion sovereign debt; 
 

 Modernizing the 1947/Cold War Military Structure is prohibitively 
expensive compelling  change in U.S. military thinking, 
organization, modernization and C2; 

 
 In addition to concerns about Islamist Terrorism there is a sense 

on the Hill that the risk of Great Power War is growing; 
 

 Drug-related criminality combined with chronic social decay in 
Central and South America is a serious national security threat;  
 

 Many Americans want a major reset of U.S. national military 
strategy within clearly defined constitutional parameters. 
 

 

How will the U.S. Congress 
react to President Trump? 



“Our allies are not paying their fair share… In NATO, for 
instance, only 4 of 28 member countries besides America, 
are spending the minimum required 2 percent of GDP on 
defense.” 

Donald Trump, 27 April 2016 
 

 Today, NATO has 28 members including most of 
Europe, representing a population of more than 900 
million.  

 
 Its central purpose is in Article V of the North Atlantic 

Treaty, which says an “armed attack against one” NATO 
member “shall be considered an attack against them all”. 

 

NATO and European 
Security 

QUESTION: What is the raison d'etre that imparts cohesion to 
NATO? 



 China’s leaders are more concerned with maintaining 
internal stability and control than with launching wars 
to extend Chinese dominion. However, … 

 
 The Royal Navy’s control of the South China Sea in 

the 19th Century and Japan’s use of Taiwan and Korea 
for the projection of military power against China in 
1937 shape China’s military thinking [anti-access/area 
denial (A2AD)]; 
 

 Air-Sea Battle combined with the U.S. strategic pivot 
aimed at China reinforce these historic fears; 
 

 Western analysts fear that China’s economy is headed 
for a hard landing that will worsen global deflationary 
pressures and drag down stocks. 

China 



“Soviet power is committed to the perfection of the dictatorship 
and to the maintenance of the concept of Russia as in a state of 
siege, with the enemy lowering beyond the walls.”  
 George Kennan, “The Sources of Soviet Conduct,” Foreign 
 Affairs, 1947 

 
“I cannot imagine any situation in which improved equipment for 
the Ukrainian Army leads to President Putin being so impressed 
that he believes he will lose militarily.”  
 Angela Merkel, German Chancellor, 7 February 2015 
 

“Despite a dramatic decline in oil prices and the burden of 
sanctions imposed by Western governments after the Crimea 
crisis, the Putin administration has managed to avert economic 
disaster by pursuing competent macroeconomic policies.” 
 Sergei Guriev, chief economist at the European Bank for 
 Reconstruction and Development, 25 December 2016 

Russia 



Eastern Europe 

 More than 9,600 people have died in the fighting in eastern  
Ukraine since April 2014. A 2015 peace deal helped, but clashes  
continue and a political settlement seems elusive. 

 
 Meanwhile, the EU’s Trade Deal with Ukraine protected farmers 
in the EU, shutting out key Ukrainian Agricultural products.  
 
 If Ukraine is to retain its independence, its economy must thrive  
and corruption must be expunged. 
 

QUESTION: Where are the German Army and Air Force? 

“I will probably be the first Polish foreign minister in history to 
say so, but here it is: I fear German power less than I am 
beginning to fear German inactivity.” 
 Radoslaw Sikorski, Polish Foreign Minister, 7 December 2011 



The Near East 

Two Alignments/Axes Fight for Dominance: 
 

 Shiite Axis: Iran, Syria, Iraq, Hezbollah, Russia and, 
distantly, India; 

 
 Sunni Axis: Turkey, Peninsular/N. African Arabs, 

Pakistan; and, distantly, China. 
 
Uncomfortable Facts:    

 Iraq is Iran’s Client State; 
 Syria is the Client State of Iran and Russia; 
 Turkish hostility to the West is growing; 
 Turkey’s peace with Russia is a temporary expedient. 
 

QUESTION: Where and why does the United States fit into 
this widening regional conflict??????? 



“We’ve made the Middle East more unstable and chaotic than 
ever before… Containing the spread of radical Islam must be a 
major foreign policy goal of the United States and indeed the 
world.”                     

Donald Trump, 27 April 2016, Washington, DC 

 
 Iraqi leaders say they will not launch a major offensive to take  
Mosul until U.S. reinforcements show up to spearhead a Spring 
'17 offensive.  Think of these reinforcements as "Surge Two."  
 
 The idea that the "original" U.S. policy of military intervention  
and occupation was self-defeating is still rejected by many in 
congress as "defeatism.“ 
 

QUESTION: Why not let Tehran defend its Client State in 
Baghdad instead of the U.S. Armed Forces and the 
American Taxpayer? 

ISIS vs. Iraq and Syria 



“Over the past thirty years, the U.S. Army has cancelled some 20 
major acquisition programs including armored fighting vehicles, 
helicopters, artillery pieces, communications systems, infantry 
weapons and munitions. If you count designs that never got out 
of the research and development (R&D) process that number 
more than doubles.”  

 Dr. Dan Goure, “The U.S. Army Defeats Itself More Often Than 
 All Its Enemies Combined,” The National Interest, 1 July 2016. 

 President Trump will be interested in return on investment (ROI).  
 

 U.S. Army “business as usual” (warmed over failures like  Digital  
Army/Army After Next/Objective Force/FCS/GCV) will not be 
tolerated. 

 
 Upgrading old equipment designed in the 1970s does not answer  
the U.S. Army’s 21st Century warfighting needs. 

FCS 

GCV 

Implications for the  
U.S. Army: 

Estimated Total 
Losses of both 
Programs before 
cancellation in Jan 
2015: $34 billion.  



Parting Thoughts: 

 Grand strategy, if it exists at all, consists of avoiding conflict, not starting 
wars—time to ask: What is the Purpose? Method? End-state?; 

 
 Alliances are shifting. Washington must avoid treating any State as a 

permanent enemy and view most States as limited liability partners; 
 

 The U.S .has an enduring strategic interest in securing access to the high 
seas, the atmosphere; Antarctica, and outer space, but… 

 
 What vital strategic interests justify the ongoing commitments of American 

military power to the Near East, Northeast Asia and Europe? Should we not 
secure our borders and coastal waters first? 

 
 To paraphrase Peter Drucker: “If you want something new in military power, 

you have to stop doing something old… People in military institutions are 
always attached to the obsolete.” 

“We will bankrupt ourselves in the vain search for absolute security.” 
  President Dwight David Eisenhower, 1958 


